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• NCI-designated cancer center  

• non-clinical, research center 
 

Mission: 

• Study cancers at the cellular level to discover how they 
develop, progress and respond to treatment 

 

• Finds ways to detect cancer sooner and treat it more effectively 
 

• Share work with scientists and physicians worldwide to save 
and enhance human lives 

 



Affecting Cancer Together™ (ACT) 

ACT is … 
 

• a health outreach initiative by the Purdue University 
Center for Cancer Research 

 

•  a statewide , effort focused on reducing the morbidity, 
mortality, health disparities and inequities of cancer 
and other chronic diseases in Indiana. 
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  Why non-traditional healthcare settings?  

                 Why the Barbershop? 
 

Factors of Influence 
 

Non-traditional Healthcare Settings 

• Barbershops , Barber-Beauty Shops, and Hair Salons 

• Churches 

• Social Groups 

 

Barbershop 

• History 
 

Barbers/Hairstylists, Pastors/Deacons, Directors/Presidents 

 



Why Chronic Diseases? 
 

Chronic Diseases are the Leading Causes of Death and 
Disability in the U.S. 
 
 

• In 2005, 133 million Americans – almost 1 out of every 2 adults – 
had at least one chronic illness. 

 

• Among the most common, costly, and preventable of all health 
problems in the U.S. 

 

• 7 out of 10 deaths among Americans each year are from chronic 
diseases. Heart disease, cancer and stroke account for more than 
50% of all deaths each year. 

 
 
 
 

 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Chronic Diseases and Health Promotion. Atlanta, GA: U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services; 2012. Available from: http://www.cdc.gov/chronicdisease/overview/index.htm.  

http://www.cdc.gov/chronicdisease/overview/index.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/chronicdisease/overview/index.htm


Why Cancer? 
 
 

1 in 2 men and 1 in 3 women will develop cancer in their 
lifetime.                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                           
Cancer accounts for nearly 1 out of every 4 deaths in the United States. 
 

Economic Impact of Cancer 
• The National Institutes of Health (NIH) estimated the 2008 overall annual 

costs of cancer were as follows: 
• Total cost: $201.5 billion 
• Direct medical costs (total of all health expenditures): $77.4 billion  
• Indirect mortality costs (cost of lost productivity due to premature 

death): $124 billion  
 

“Increasing early cancer detection, promoting healthy lifestyles, and 
expanding access to health care help reduce inequalities in cancer among 
groups at greatest risk.” 
 
 
 
 
American Cancer Society. Cancer Facts & Figures 2013. Atlanta, GA. 2013.  
 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Chronic Diseases and Health Promotion. Atlanta, GA: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services; 2013. 
Available from: http://www.cdc.gov/cancer/dcpc/resources/features/CancerHealthDisparities/.  
 

http://www.cdc.gov/cancer/dcpc/resources/features/CancerHealthDisparities/
http://www.cdc.gov/cancer/dcpc/resources/features/CancerHealthDisparities/
http://www.cdc.gov/cancer/dcpc/resources/features/CancerHealthDisparities/
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          Partnerships 
 

ACT collaborates with many partners throughout Indiana 
 

• GBOs 

• CBOs 

• FQHCs 

• PHCCs 

• Hospital Systems  

• Non-profits 

• Health and Social Groups 

 



Indiana Black Barbershop  
Health Initiative  









Statewide Impact by  
Public Health District and County  
 

District 1 –   Lake (Gary, Hammond)  
                      La Porte (Michigan City) 
 

District 2 –   St. Joseph (South Bend)      
                      Elkhart (Elkhart) 
 

District 3 –   Allen (Ft. Wayne) 
 

District 4 –   Tippecanoe (W. Lafayette) 
 

District 5 –   Marion (Indianapolis) 
 

District 6 –   Howard (Kokomo) 
                      Madison (Anderson) 
      Wayne (Richmond) 
 

District 7 –   Vigo (Terre Haute)  
 

District 8 –   Monroe (Bloomington) 
 

District 9 –   Clark (Jeffersonville) 
                      Floyd (New Albany) 
 

District 10 – Vanderburgh (Evansville) 





Informed Decision Making 
and Health Services 



Innovative Education 



Program Expansion 

 

• Integration of research 
 

 

• Broadening the outreach 

 

• Spreading our wings 
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Early Outcome Measures 



Why is participation successful? 
   

Quotes from ACT participants 



Questions? 



 Contact Information 

Teasa Thompson, MPH 
tthompson@purdue.edu 

 
Program Manager 
Affecting Cancer Together™ 
1-855-252-UACT (8228)  
www.cancerresearch.purdue.edu/about/act 

 
Assistant Director of  Outreach 
Purdue University Center for Cancer Research  
Main Line: (765) 494-9129 
www.cancerresearch.purdue.edu 
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